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Readings Leviticus 13:1-2, 22-46; Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1; Mark 1:40-45 

 
One of the most fundamental teachings of our Christian faith is our belief in the incarnation. The 
word “incarnation” is a technical one, of course, but what it really means is that Jesus is not just 
a good man who lived 2,000 years ago, or even the best man who ever lived, but is, in fact, God 
among us as one of us. Those of us who are old enough will remember being taught that Jesus 
is “true God and true man”, fully divine and fully human. How this can be – how a flesh and 
blood man can actually be God among us – is one of the great mysteries of our faith. But this is 
what we believe. It is, in fact, what we say every Sunday when we recite the Creed.  
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

 
Like all the teachings of our faith, this is not meant to be just empty words. We are invited to 
think about what it means, what it implies and what it is calling us to. 
 
In one of his letters, St Paul sums it up well: Jesus Christ, he tells us, “is the image of the 
invisible God”. What this means is that, when we listen to the words of Jesus, we are listening to 
the words of God spoken to us in a way we can understand. When we see Jesus in all kinds of 
encounters with different people, and see how He deals with them, we are seeing, expressed in 
a human way so that we can understand it easily, the way in which God deals with us. And 
because the words of Jesus, and the actions of Jesus, enable us to catch a glimpse of His mind 
and heart – because they reveal what is really important to Him – then we are being given a 
glimpse into the mind and heart of God and are being helped to understand what is really 
important to God. 
 
It is very important, I think, for all of us to keep this in mind each time we pick up the Gospels or 
hear them read at Mass. A good question we might carry with us is this: what kind of man must 
Jesus have been to be able to speak like, this, or act like this? And, as we reflect on these 
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questions and think about them more deeply, we are not just discovering what kind of man 
Jesus was, and is – we are discovering what kind of God we believe in.  
 
This is what it means to say that Jesus was both true God and true man – in His humanity, His 
human characteristics, we are being drawn into the profound mystery of God, and especially of 
how God sees us, and loves us.  
 
As we think of today’s Gospel, then, we see that Jesus is a man moved very deeply by 
compassion for people who suffer. When the man with leprosy says to Him, “Lord, if you want 
to, you can cure me”, Jesus responds immediately from the heart: “Of course I want to - be 
cured”.  There is no doubt, no putting things off, no finding excuses: Jesus just responds – and 
responds with great compassion. 
 
There is something else interesting about this story. Jesus tells the man not to share his story 
with anyone but the Jewish priests, but the man ignores Jesus and begins telling everyone who 
will listen. We can understand his enthusiasm and his need to tell others about his good fortune, 
but we might also understand if Jesus were to be frustrated and disappointed by the man’s 
failure to do as He asked. There is no hint in the Gospel story, however, of Jesus being upset or 
put out because of the inconvenience the man has caused Him, much less any sense that 
Jesus seeks him out to rebuke him. Instead, Jesus simply accepts what has happened and 
adjusts His plans accordingly. There is a serenity and a peace about Jesus which is very 
striking.  
 
We may not be suffering the disease of leprosy but each one of us also carries wounds and 
scars. We may be suffering the disease of anger, or of bitterness, or of forgiveness, or of greed. 
What today’s Gospel assures us of is this: if we can find within ourselves the courage to bring 
our frailty, our brokenness and our failure to the Lord, He will welcome us with the same 
compassion, the same understanding, and the same generous love with which He welcomed 
the leper. 
 
In him, we will meet the God who calls to us and who offers us forgiveness, life and hope. He 
will help us, and heal us, in the ways that He knows are best for us – and these may be different 
from the ways we are looking for. But we can be sure that God who, in Jesus, revels Himself as 
a God of endless compassion and love, will not walk away from us, or leave us to our own 
devices.  
 
All we have to do is come to Him – with honesty, with humility and with hope – just as the leper 
did in today’s Gospel. The question for each of us today is: am I ready to do this? 
 
 


